Immediate Z-plasty for semicircular wounds.
Simple layered repair of semicircular and curved lacerations frequently results in elevation of the central area following contraction of the scar. Traditionally, immediate tissue rearrangement at the time of the injury has been discouraged. We performed single or multiple Z-plasties at the time of the initial repair on five consecutive patients with curved and semicircular lacerations of the face. None of the wounds formed the typical trapdoor deformity. Use of immediate Z-plasties in the acute management of semicircular flaplike lacerations seems to prevent the formation of the trapdoor deformity.